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The Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians 1 

Tribal Council Meeting 2 

Tribal Council Chambers 3 

7500 Odawa Circle 4 

Harbor Springs, MI 49740 5 

July 20, 2014 6 

 7 

 8 

Closed Session: Yes 9 

Call to Order: 9:05 a.m.   10 

Opening Ceremony: Michael Garrow 11 

 12 

Council Present: Legislative Leader Regina Gasco Bentley, Secretary Julia 13 

Shananaquet, Treasurer Marcella Reyes, Councilor Bill A. Denemy, Councilor 14 

John Keshick III, Councilor Beatrice A. Law, Councilor Aaron Otto,  Councilor 15 

Winnay Wemigwase 16 

 17 

Absent:  Councilor Michael Naganashe 18 

 19 

Legislative Office Staff Present: Legislative Services Attorney Donna Budnick, 20 

Legislative Office Manager Michele LaCount  21 

Executive Officials and Staff Present: Tribal Chairman Fred Kiogima, Vice-Chair 22 

Deb DeLeon, Executive Services Attorney Dianne Vitols, Tribal Administrator 23 

Albert Colby, Jr. 24 

 25 

Public: Joseph Jacobs, Joan Jacobs,  Michael Smith, Tammy Okuly- 26 

Shananaquet, Doug Emery, Linda Gokee, Yvonne Fuerte, Dollie Keway, Ed 27 

LaLonde, Janice Shackleford 28 

 29 

Invited Guests: Barbara Bencini-Merrill Lynch 30 

 31 

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 32 

adopt the agenda of July 20, 2014, as amended. 33 

Vote: 8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Naganashe) 34 

Motion carried. 35 

 36 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 37 

approve the minutes of July 6, 2014 as presented 38 

Vote: 8-Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Naganashe) 39 

Motion carried. 40 

 41 

9:13 a.m.:  Elder comments  42 

 Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley read an e-mail from Rose Smalley re 43 

change of meeting days and Harbor Springs properties. 44 

 45 

9:15 a.m. Councilor Naganashe arrives. 46 

 47 



 

2  July 20, 2014 Tribal Council Draft Minutes  Secretary Shananaquet ___ 

 

Legislative Leader Report  1 

Discussion Items:  Tentative reschedule of August 14th Work Session, 2 

Waganakising Odawak Statute 2011-014 Amendment to 2008-001 3 

Administrative Procedures, tentative override of Executive Veto of Tribal 4 

Resolution 042914-01 2015 Operating Budget, Odawa Fishery Inc., suggestions 5 

received from Judy Fields, Appellate expired term. 6 

 7 

Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Treasurer Reyes to accept 8 

Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley’s verbal report presented on July 20, 2014. 9 

Vote:  9- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 0–Absent  10 

Motion carried. 11 

 12 

Executive Updates  13 

Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase and supported by Councilor Law to 14 

acknowledge receipt of the verbal Executive Report as presented by Chairman 15 

Kiogima. 16 

Vote:  9- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 0–Absent  17 

Motion carried. 18 

 19 

9:36 a.m. Elder comments 20 

 Doug Emery spoke regarding Elder job application and Executive 21 

response letter to complaint letter. 22 

 23 

Secretary Report 24 

The following Tribal Council approved/adopted documents were delivered to the 25 

Executive:  26 

 27 

 Amendment to Waganakising Odawak Statute # 2011-009 Accounting 28 

Department was delivered to the Executive on 06/23/14 with a due back 29 

date of 07/23/14. 30 

 31 

Vetoes: No Vetoes to report. 32 

  33 

Phone Polls: No Phone Polls conducted. 34 

 35 

Motion made by Councilor Naganashe and supported by Councilor Wemigwase 36 

to accept Secretary Shananaquet’s verbal report as presented on July 20, 2014. 37 

Vote:  9- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 0–Absent  38 

Motion carried. 39 

 40 

Treasurer Report 41 

Motion made by Councilor Naganashe and supported by Councilor Law to accept 42 

Treasurer Reyes’ verbal report as presented on July 20, 2014. 43 

Vote:  9- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 0–Absent  44 

Motion carried. 45 

 46 

9:45 a.m.  Break 47 
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9:57 a.m.  Resume 1 

 2 

Tribal Council Member Reports - No travel to report.   3 

 4 

Councilor Denemy spoke regarding Natural Resource Department graduate and 5 

the possibility of providing funding to send a representative to support 6 

accomplishment. 7 

 8 

Closed Session for Legal 9 

10:09 a.m. Motion made by Councilor Law and supported By Councilor 10 

Wemigwase to go into closed session for legal purpose. 11 

Vote:  9- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 0–Absent  12 

Motion carried. 13 

 14 

11:09 a.m. Motion made by Secretary Shananaquet and supported By Councilor 15 

Law to return to open session. 16 

Vote:  9- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 0–Absent    17 

Motion carried. 18 

 19 

11:09 a.m.  Break 20 

11:21 a.m.  Resume 21 

 22 

11:21 a.m. -   Elder comments 23 

 Janice Shackleford commented on changing Sunday meetings to a 24 

weekday. 25 

 Linda Gokee commented on changing Sunday meetings. 26 

 Dollie  Keway commented on changing Sunday meetings. 27 

 Yvonne Fuerte requested that a porta potty be placed at the tribal farm. 28 

 29 

Tribal Council Committee Reports: 30 

 31 

Agricultural Assessment Work Group  32 

Motion made by Secretary Shananaquet and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 33 

accept the verbal report of the Agricultural Assessment Work Group as 34 

presented by Councilor Keshick, Ad-hoc Work Group Chairman.  35 

Vote:  9- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 0–Absent    36 

Motion carried. 37 

 38 

11:45 a.m. - 11:54 a.m. Public Comment opened: 39 

 Ed LaLonde commented on activity at Odawa Fishery Inc., aka: Bells 40 

Fishery and turned in a signed written complaint for record. 41 

 Linda Gokee commented on return to weekly pay checks. 42 

 43 

 44 

Land and Reservation Committee - No report. 45 

 46 

 47 
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 1 

Legal Legislative Committee  2 

Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase and supported by Councilor Naganashe 3 

to accept the verbal report of the Legal Legislative Committee as presented by 4 

Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley, Committee Chair.  5 

Vote:  9- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 0–Absent    6 

Motion carried. 7 

 8 

12:04 p.m. Working Lunch w/Barbara Bencini for the 6-Month Merrill Lynch 9 

Investments Review. 10 

 11 

1:29 p.m. Meeting resumes. 12 

 13 

Ethics Committee  14 

Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 15 

accept the verbal report of the Ethics Committee as presented by Councilor 16 

Naganashe, Committee Secretary. 17 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    18 

Motion carried. 19 

 20 

Gaming Authority Committee  21 

1:33 p.m. Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Councilor 22 

Naganashe to go into closed session for personnel matters. 23 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    24 

Motion carried. 25 

 26 

1:44 p.m. Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 27 

return to open session.  28 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    29 

Motion carried. 30 

 31 

Motion made by Secretary Shananaquet and supported by Councilor Denemy to 32 

accept the verbal report of the Gaming Authority Committee as presented by 33 

Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley, Committee Secretary. 34 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    35 

Motion carried. 36 

 37 

Legislative Office Reports: 38 

 39 

Treasury Director Report 40 

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and supported by Councilor Naganashe to 41 

accept Treasury Director Garrow’s verbal and written report as presented on July 42 

20, 2014. 43 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    44 

Motion carried. 45 

 46 

 47 
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 1 

 2 

Legislative Services Attorney Report 3 

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 4 

accept Legislative Services Attorney Budnick’s verbal report as presented on 5 

July 20, 2014. 6 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    7 

Motion carried. 8 

 9 

Enjinaaknegeng – No report. 10 

 11 

Legislative Office Manager 12 

Motion made by Secretary Shananaquet and supported by Councilor Law to 13 

accept Legislative Office Manager Michele LaCount’s verbal and written report as 14 

presented on July 20, 2014. 15 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    16 

Motion carried. 17 

 18 

Action Items 19 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Councilor Denemy to 20 

appoint Linda Keway to the Indian Child Welfare Commission for a 3-year term to 21 

fill a vacancy ending September 2015 and to continue serving for a 3-year term 22 

ending September 2018. 23 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    24 

Motion carried 25 

 26 

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and supported by Councilor Law to appoint 27 

Kevin Hesselink as Special Prosecutor and to approve the Contract as Submitted 28 

by Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley. 29 

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, Councilor Keshick-no, Councilor Law-yes , 30 

Councilor Naganashe-no, Councilor Otto-absent, Councilor Wemigwase-yes , 31 

Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary Shananaquet-yes , Legislative Leader Gasco 32 

Bentley-yes  33 

Motion carried.  34 

 35 

Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Treasurer Reyes to assign 36 

Nicole Bieber to the Traditional Burial Board for a 4-year term beginning 37 

September 21, 2014, ending September 21, 2018. 38 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    39 

Motion carried. 40 

 41 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 42 

post to the Legislative calendar the Waganakising Odawak Statute Amendment 43 

to Waganakising Odawak Statute 2011-008, Enjinaaknegeng, as sponsored by 44 

Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley.      45 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    46 

Motion carried. 47 
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 1 

Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Councilor Naganashe to post 2 

to the Legislative Calendar Waganakising Odawak DRAFT Statute Use of Legal 3 

for Purposes of Separation of Powers, sponsored by Legislative Leader Gasco 4 

Bentley. 5 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    6 

Motion carried. 7 

 8 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 9 

post to the Legislative Calendar the Grant, Donation, or Other Funding Policy as 10 

sponsored by Councilor Keshick 11 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    12 

Motion carried. 13 

 14 

Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase and supported by Councilor Naganashe 15 

to approve Certified Motion 072014-01 Approval of FY 2014 – FY 2017 Tribal 16 

Transportation Improvement Plan Funded by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. 17 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    18 

Motion carried. 19 

 20 

Motion made by Secretary Shananaquet and supported by Councilor 21 

Wemigwase to approve Certified Motion 072014-02 Request for Funding from 22 

the U.S. Department of Labor, Employment and Training Administration, Indian 23 

and Native American Employment and Training Program Little Traverse Bay 24 

Bands of Odawa Indians Vocational and Occupational Competitive Skills 25 

Program Funding Increase. 26 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    27 

Motion carried. 28 

 29 

Motion made by Treasurer Reyes and supported by Councilor Naganashe to 30 

approve Certified Motion 072014-03 Approval to Accept Funding from Blue 31 

Cross/Blue Shield of Michigan Blues 2014 Tribe to Tribe and Blues Community 32 

Challenge. 33 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    34 

Motion carried. 35 

 36 

Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase and supported by Councilor Law to adopt 37 

Tribal Resolution 072014-01 Supplemental Funding in the Amount of $5,000.00 38 

for Donation to Michigan Indian Employment Training Services. 39 

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, Councilor Keshick-no, Councilor Law-yes , 40 

Councilor Naganashe-yes, Councilor Otto-absent, Councilor Wemigwase-yes, 41 

Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary Shananaquet-yes, Legislative Leader Gasco 42 

Bentley-yes  43 

Motion carried.  44 

 45 

Motion made by Councilor Reyes  and supported by Councilor Denemy to adopt 46 

Tribal Resolution 072014-02 Supplemental Funding in the Amount of 47 
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$350,000.00 for the Legislative Branch FY14 Budget for purchase of (4) four lots 1 

in Harbor Springs, MI (aka: Indian Town). 2 

Roll call: Councilor Denemy-yes, Councilor Keshick-no, Councilor Law-yes, 3 

Councilor Naganashe-yes , Councilor Otto-absent, Councilor Wemigwase-yes, 4 

Treasurer Reyes-yes, Secretary Shananaquet-yes, Legislative Leader Gasco 5 

Bentley-yes  6 

Vote: 7-Yes, 1-No (Councilor Keshick), 0-Abstain, 1-Absent (Councilor Otto) 7 

Motion carried.  8 

 9 

Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Councilor Keshick to post to 10 

the Legislative Calendar the Waganakising Odawak Statute Repeal of WOS 11 

2009-023, Economic Development Commission, as sponsored by Councilor Law. 12 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    13 

Motion carried. 14 

 15 

Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Councilor Naganashe to post 16 

to the Legislative Calendar, Waganakising Odawak Statute Repeal of 17 

Waganakising Odawak Statute 2010-006Waganakising Odawa Development, 18 

Inc. as sponsored by Councilor Law. 19 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    20 

Motion carried. 21 

 22 

Motion made by Secretary Shananaquet and supported by Councilor Law to post 23 

to the Legislative Calendar the Waganakising Odawak Statute Michelle Chingwa 24 

Education Assistance Act sponsored by Secretary Shananaquet. 25 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    26 

Motion carried. 27 

 28 

Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Councilor Keshick to repost to 29 

the Legislative Calendar the Gaming Authority Board sponsored by Councilor 30 

Law. 31 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    32 

Motion carried. 33 

 34 

Motion made by Secretary Shananaquet and supported by Councilor Law to 35 

repost to the Legislative Calendar the Gaming Enterprise Board of Directors 36 

sponsored by Councilor Keshick. 37 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    38 

Motion carried. 39 

  40 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Secretary Shananaquet to 41 

remove from the Legislative Calendar the Environmental Protection Statute 42 

sponsored by Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley 43 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    44 

Motion carried. 45 

  46 
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Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 1 

repost to the Legislative Calendar the Min-A-Mskiki-Gumik Statute sponsored by 2 

Councilor Keshick.  3 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    4 

Motion carried. 5 

 6 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Councilor Naganashe to 7 

repost to the Legislative Calendar the Min-A-Mskiki-Gumik Charter sponsored by 8 

Councilor Keshick.  9 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    10 

Motion carried. 11 

 12 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 13 

repost to the Legislative Calendar the Contracts Statute sponsored by Legislative 14 

Leader Gasco Bentley 15 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    16 

Motion carried. 17 

 18 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Councilor Wemigwase to 19 

repost to the Legislative Calendar the Tribal Historic Perseveration Office 20 

sponsored by Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley. 21 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    22 

Motion carried. 23 

 24 

Motion made by Councilor Law and supported by Councilor Denemy to revise the 25 

2014 Tribal Council Annual Regular Meeting and Work-Session schedule to the 26 

following dates which reflects moving the work-sessions from Thursdays to 27 

Tuesdays and Council meetings from Sundays to Thursdays: 28 

August 5, 2014-Work-session  August 7, 2014-Council meeting 29 

August 19, 2014-Work-session   August 21, 2014-Council meeting 30 

September 9, 2014-Work-session  September 11, 2014-Council meeting 31 

September 23, 2014-Work-session  September 25, 2014-Council meeting 32 

October 7, 2014-Work-session   October 9, 2014-Council meeting 33 

October 21, 2014-Work-session   October 23, 2014-Council meeting 34 

November 4, 2014-Work-session November 6, 2014-Council meeting 35 

November 18, 2014-Work-session  November 20, 2014-Council meeting 36 

December 9, 2014-Work-session  December 11, 2014-Council meeting 37 

 38 

Vote: 5- Yes, 3-No (Councilor Keshick, Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley, 39 

Treasurer Reyes) 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    40 

Motion carried. 41 

 42 

Motion made by Councilor Keshick and supported by Treasurer Reyes to 43 

override 2015 Budget Veto. 44 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    45 

Motion carried. 46 

 47 
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Motion made by Councilor Wemigwase and supported by Councilor Naganashe 1 

to accept the nomination of George Anthony for the Appellate judge vacancy and 2 

to set up interview. 3 

Vote: 3- Yes, 5-No (Councilor Denemy, Councilor Law, Councilor Keshick, 4 

Legislative Leader Gasco Bentley, Secretary Shananaquet) 0-Abstained, 1–5 

Absent (Councilor Otto)    6 

Motion failed. 7 

 8 

Adjournment  9 

2:50 p.m. Motion made by Councilor Denemy and supported by Councilor 10 

Keshick to adjourn meeting.  11 

Vote:  8- Yes, 0-No, 0-Abstained, 1–Absent (Councilor Otto)    12 

Motion carried. 13 

 14 

                                              Next Scheduled Meeting 15 

                                                      August 3, 2014 16 

        17 

Please contact the Legislative Office at 231-242-1403, 231-242-1404 or 231-242-18 

1406 for additional updates and clarifications of these minutes as presented. 19 

 20 

These Minutes have been read and approved as written (or) corrected: (delete 21 

either the word “written” or “corrected” as pertains to how the minutes were 22 

approved.) 23 

 24 

 25 

________________________________________________________________  26 

Julia A. Shananaquet, Tribal Council Secretary                    Date 27 

 28 

 29 

 30 


